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Hichem Djaït and the Orientalists 
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(li aylicl élyäiull çné bus als JL näg äèliha éjôläi &ias aëng, Ji dial lé aôogs qu Qué 
&lpbuMl és all GUN lise qu &jég pie autill yâll en ajghiï agi Lg null ggyäll JMS Jab Là 
Qnill äsilafill âà wlôllg «un Lasï ul ÜjUL Jiliall guuiall aia àbl3g «nil uugjgill lui ll qu djà Ai 
duacg aulg abl hrs JS lp ày Sail GiyEuI ge a .âr wo y JKSâf gs ga ail 20 Culalaï 
unie vaïcl äg püc gulill gyäll sio ätysaill doll aalio slaïcl all ul ge garasslSfll cuë pi wall Gllis enle 
ga lHis yüäli Laïlg aaio guliälll gi aaull 8j Lil ais çalg .àbl5 Kuall al wall au jli ge auis Lou çaauléi 
ni} äjL Ml ga à ag. Jill Lañey pag un pi lai ugog lañe ac .Lloëll a xsell äéleiall aayl<ai 
aillisg aug J\5 go cyäpüuallg älphiulil ele auuigill &salall ab gMb] (né 4 Jghall his Jg» 

Cuill ul! äsilalil âéwuloll «çnLasïulll Slt «nauwuall Ü Ml ygä püiuall «h1e3 ala :äraliäa Gilals 


Orientalism is a multidisciplinary theory that reflects Western knowledge of the East, which Edward Said 
considers a Western fabrication, not a geographical space, but as a different cultural mentality. Djaït embarked 
upon orientalism as an intellectual current that emerged during the Middle Ages, reaching its zenith in the 
nineteenth century. He differentiated between the various intellectual currents within Orientalism, then 
differentiated between Latin European Orientalism, especially the French current influenced by colonialism, and 
German philosophy that dealt with Islam without negative preconceptions. Furthermore, Djaït gathered extensive 
knowledge of the writings of academic Orientalists on Islam by adopting modern research methods from the 19th 
century to evaluate their ideas on many issues, supporting some, correcting others, and discarding the rest. Here, 
it is necessary to mention Djaït’s pivotal role in passing on his knowledge about orientalist thought and thinkers 
to Tunisian University students through his lessons and writings. 


Keywords: Hichem Djaït, Orientalism, Christian Heritage, Colonial Thought, German Philosophy, Islam, the 
Prophet. 


soïô\l 1 Jli p$o à p10g .uigi âsab äsclaïlllg àsiluill aglell äuls 6nû huugll énolull Su ji äsliul + 
.ailsaïinag inhugiall 
Professor of Medieval Islamic History at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tunis. Director of 
the Laboratory for the History of the Mediterranean Economy and Societies. 
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1 Edward Said, L'orientalisme, l'Orient crée par l'Occident (Paris: Seuil, 1980), pp. 14-15. 
2 Ibid. p.15. 


3 Hayet Amamou, "En marge de deux faits divers retentissants: Polémique et polémistes chrétiens en terre d'Islam à l'époque médiévale," 
Les Cahiers Du CERES, Série Anthropologie et Ethnologie (2010), p. 10 et suiv. 
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